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COPYING ONE'S OWN CD FOR SAFEKEEPING
by Rabbi Yisroel Belsky ztl

QUESTION 82: COPYING ONE'S OWN CD FOR SAFEKEEPING

Can I make a copy of my own CD or tape, and put it away, in case it breaks or gets lost?

RABBI BELSKY

I think it is universally accepted that when you buy a CD, you are allowed to make a backup copy of
the CD. This way if you break or lose the CD, you still have a copy to replace the original, and you
don't have to buy another one. I tried to look into this, and I believe that this is the accepted practice
- that a person who buys a tape or CD can make a backup copy of it.

The bottom line when making a copy is that there shouldn't be two people who have the same tape
or CD, when only one paid for it. That's the easiest way to define the central issue. If two people have
use of a tape or CD at the same time, that means both people should have paid. If there are two
users, there should have been two customers. But if there is one user who just wants to make sure
that he doesn't lose his tape or CD, and makes a copy, then we only have one user, with an extra
backup, and that's allowed.

QUESTIONER

If it breaks, and I hadn't made a copy, can I borrow the same title from a friend, and then make a
copy for myself?

RABBI BELSKY

If it breaks and you had forgotten to make a backup, does that mean you are now stuck, and have to
go out and buy another original version of the tape or CD? I would say that you could act as if you
had been wise and prudent in the beginning, and could make a backup now - by making a copy
from someone who has one. The producer of the tape or CD doesn't expect there to be two users
who buy three originals. His intention is that there are two users who buy two original copies. You're
not taking away from his business, or causing him a loss.

I think it can be done because you had the right to do this before you lost it. You just assumed that
you wouldn't break or lose it.

NEXT WEEK'S QUESTION 83: COPYING A CD BEFORE REPLACING IT
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I borrowed a CD from a friend and lost it. I'm now going to buy the same title, in order to 'give back' the
CD to him, to replace the one I lost. Before I give him the replacement CD, can I make a copy for myself?

Participate in the Honesty Forum, and discuss the issues we confront in this class!

Subscribe to Honesty and receive this class via e-mail.
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