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EIGHT CHAPTERS O CHAPTER 3:3

by Rabbi Yaakov Feldman

Now, many otherwise fine and unimpeachable people are fools, the truth be known. They suspect
that something about them is in disrepair and doesn't square with who they want to be, but they do
nothing about it. They even rationalize how actually ‘right” they are not to change, and they're
satisfied with that. For as Solomon the wise put it, "The fool's ways are blameless in his own eyes”
(Proverbs 12:15).

‘But ...", Solomon then offers, no matter how true that is, it's nonetheless also true that, * ... one who
takes counsel is a sage’ (ibid.). That's to say that there's indeed a way a headstrong person like that
can change -- by taking any advice the sort of Spirit-healer we'd cited before would offer him.

Impartial, learned, and caring only for your well-being, such a person would set you straight if you're
in that situation. He or she would point out where and how you had in fact come to "imagine bad ... to
be good, and good ... to be bad", and would offer what you'd need to do to get back on course.

And that's just the sort of advice Rambam himself will provide us with in the next pivotal chapter.
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