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A UNIQUE ENCOUNTER
by Rabbi Yaakov Menken

A UNIQUE ENCOUNTER
The Torah teaches that at Sinai, God did not reveal Himself to a single individual. Rather, He spoke to
the entire Jewish nation.
Rabbi Moshe Maimonides, the famed Jewish scholar of over 800 years ago, calls this event the
foundation, the pillar "upon which our faith revolves."

Why is this not circular reasoning? Because this event is not something taken on faith, itself. Every
Jew today knows that at least until recent generations, his or her forebears believed that this event
actually happened -- Maimonides says "the best of all witnesses testified" about it.

He points out, further, that there has been no similar event in history, and that the Bible itself tells us
that this will never happen again [cf. Deut. 32].

When we look around us today, we see billions of adherents of religions based upon Judaism. It is
self-evident that the best way to start such a religion is to create the tale that God Returned, spoke
to a new group of believers, and explained His new rules. Maimonides teaches that this has not been
done, because it cannot be done -- because the Jewish Encounter with God is truly unique in human
history.

A Unique Encounter
The Torah teaches that at Sinai, God did not reveal Himself to a single individual. Rather, He spoke to
the entire Jewish nation.
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Moses Commanded Us the Torah
Insight into the structure of the 10 commandments.

Read More

Shavuos Perspectives
A delectable smorgasbord of perspectives into the depth and meaning of this monumental holiday.

More About Shavuos

Articles on Netzavim Vayeilech & Rosh Hashanah
Giving in to the Dictates of One's Heart
Rabbi Yissocher Frand (5759)
Level: Intermediate

Worrying About Our Souls
Rabbi Yissocher Frand (5779)
Level: Intermediate

"Stay Alert...Stay Awake...Stay Alive!"
Jon Erlbaum (5782)
Level: Beginner

Teshuva—Paradigm Shift
Rabbi Eliyahu Hoffmann (5765)
Level: Beginner

Call of the Shofar
Rabbi Yaakov Menken (5760)
Level: Beginner

Psalm 27 - Hashem Ori v'Yishi
Rabbi Yitzchak Etshalom (5776)
Level: Advanced
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Say It With Chumros
Rabbi Yochanan Zweig (5783)
Level: Intermediate

Shofar: Shock Treatment
Rabbi Osher Chaim Levene (5767)
Level: Beginner

Perfecting the Balance
Rabbi Pinchas Winston (5774)
Level: Beginner

Elul – It’s All Relative
Rabbi Eliyahu Hoffmann (5769)
Level: Beginner

Elul – An Ir Miklat in Time
Rabbi Yissocher Frand (5783)
Level: Intermediate

The Ever-Present
Rabbi Label Lam (5774)
Level: Beginner

The Long Distance Call
Rabbi Yaakov Menken (5780)
Level: Beginner

Automatic
Rabbi Label Lam (5776)
Level: Beginner

Happy New Yira
Rabbi Label Lam (5769)
Level: Beginner

The Blessings We All Hope For
Rabbi Label Lam (5773)
Level: Beginner

'Sin... Don't Laugh!'
Rabbi Yaakov Menken (5755)
Level: Beginner

Sweeter Than Honey
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Rabbi Label Lam (5783)
Level: Beginner

Lofty Aspirations
Rabbi Yaakov Bernstein (5780)
Level: Advanced

And Straight Again!
Rabbi Label Lam (5766)
Level: Beginner
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