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by Rabbi Yaakov Menken

A UNIQUE ENCOUNTER

The Torah teaches that at Sinai, God did not reveal Himself to a single individual. Rather, He spoke to
the entire Jewish nation.

Rabbi Moshe Maimonides, the famed Jewish scholar of over 800 years ago, calls this event the
foundation, the pillar "upon which our faith revolves.’

Why is this not circular reasoning? Because this event is not something taken on faith, itself. Every
Jew today knows that at least until recent generations, his or her forebears believed that this event
actually happened -- Maimonides says "the best of all witnesses testified" about it.

He points out, further, that there has been no similar event in history, and that the Bible itself tells us
that this will never happen again [cf. Deut. 32].

When we look around us today, we see billions of adherents of religions based upon Judaism. It is
self-evident that the best way to start such a religion is to create the tale that God Returned, spoke
to a new group of believers, and explained His new rules. Maimonides teaches that this has not been
done, because it cannot be done -- because the Jewish Encounter with God is truly unique in human
history.

(]

A Unique Encounter
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Moses Commanded Us the Torah

Insight into the structure of the 10 commandments.

Read More
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Shavuos Perspectives

A delectable smorgasbord of perspectives into the depth and meaning of this monumental holiday.

More About Shavuos

Articles on Kedoshim & The Omer

* \Xorse Than Lack of Mutual Respect
Rabbi Yissocher Frand (5781)
Level: Intermediate

e Too Familiar
Shlomo Katz (5766)
Level: Beginner

e She'ailos U'Teshuvos: Counting Sefiras Ha-Omer Unintentionally
Rabbi Doniel Neustadt (5766)
Level: Advanced

e Jewish Character
Shlomo Katz (5761)
Level: Beginner

¢ Ani YHVH: The Basis for the Moral Society
Rabbi Yitzchak Etshalom
Level: Advanced

e Days of Knowledge
Rabbi Label Lam (5781)
Level: Beginner
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» Love Your Neighbor: Who Needs Friends?
Rabbi Osher Chaim Levene (5782)
Level: Beginner

e Accepting Time
Rabbi Aron Tendler (5766)
Level: Beginner

e Aaron's Unlimited Access
Shlomo Katz (5758)
Level: Beginner

» Holy Kitchen, Holy Sidewalk, Holy Workplace
Rabbi Berel Wein (5765)
Level: Beginner

e Holy, or Not Holy - That is the Question!
Rabbi Pinchas Winston (5760)
Level: Beginner

e After Death - Life!
Rabbi Pinchas Winston (5762)
Level: Beginner

¢ Parshas Kedoshim - Color Me Needed
Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein (5771)
Level: Advanced

e All You Need Is Love
Shlomo Katz (5775)
Level: Beginner

¢ The Omer and Holiness
Rabbi Pinchas Winston (5774)
Level: Beginner

e Counting Sefiras Ha-Omer Unintentionally
Rabbi Doniel Neustadt (5770)
Level: Advanced

e Or Does it Explode?
Rabbi Label Lam (5782)
Level: Beginner

e Preparing to Enter the Covenant
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Shlomo Katz (5779)
Level: Intermediate

e The Fire Within
Rabbi Label Lam (5782)
Level: Beginner

¢ Holiness - Served Fresh
Shlomo Katz (5764)
Level: Beginner
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