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MOSES COMMANDED US THE TORAH
by Rabbi Yaakov Menken

MOSES COMMANDED US THE TORAH
In the middle of the Ten Commandments, after the first two, the text changes from first to third
person -- from "I am the L-rd your G-d" to "Do not take the name of the L-rd your G-d in vain." Why
this shift in the text?
Furthermore, Judaism teaches that there are 613 Commandments in the Torah. The numerical value
of Torah, however, is 611. It's as if two of them are missing! Why?

At Sinai, the entire nation heard the voice of G-d. There was a mass revelation – but for everyone
except Moshe, it was too much for the human mind to absorb. The Medrash says that "their souls left
their bodies," that everyone died and needed to be revived. This happened when G-d said "I am the
L-rd your G-d," and again when he began the second Commandment.

The Torah says that "Moshe Commanded us the Torah" [Deut 33:4]. Moshe commanded us 611
Commandments. The first two, however, we heard from G-d Himself!

A Unique Encounter
The Torah teaches that at Sinai, God did not reveal Himself to a single individual. Rather, He spoke to
the entire Jewish nation.

Read More

Moses Commanded Us the Torah
Insight into the structure of the 10 commandments.
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Shavuos Perspectives
A delectable smorgasbord of perspectives into the depth and meaning of this monumental holiday.

More About Shavuos

Articles on Metzorah & Pesach
Anyone Can Find
Rabbi Label Lam (5773)
Level: Beginner

Hashem - Who's That?
Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (5761)
Level: Beginner

Maybe Next Year, in Jerusalem!
Rabbi Label Lam (5768)
Level: Beginner

Guard Yourself
Rabbi Berel Wein (5770)
Level: Beginner

Imagine That!
Rabbi Dovid Green (5760)
Level: Beginner

All Together
Shlomo Katz (5771)
Level: Beginner

Strange Altar-Fellows
Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (5783)
Level: Beginner

Not In Heaven!
Rabbi Eliyahu Hoffmann (5759)
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Level: Beginner

Pesach and the Mitzvos, Brachos on the Kosos
Rabbi Yaakov Bernstein (5783)
Level: Advanced

Searching for Chametz
Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein (5769)
Level: Advanced

The Essence of the Jewish People
Rabbi Yosef Kalatsky (5764)
Level: Beginner

Divine Providence In Our Times
Rabbi Pinchas Winston (5762)
Level: Beginner

Begun in Shame
Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein (5768)
Level: Advanced

If Talk is Cheep
Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein (5782)
Level: Advanced

Unpacking Lashon Hora
Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein (5783)
Level: Advanced

The Pandemic and Pesach
Rabbi Yaakov Bernstein (5780)
Level: Advanced

Service Call
Rabbi Yochanan Zweig (5783)
Level: Intermediate

Tzoraas
Rabbi Berel Wein (5773)
Level: Beginner

Breaking Free
Shlomo Katz (5782)
Level: Intermediate
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It's That Time of Year Again!
Mordechai Dixler (5782)
Level: Beginner
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