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HAFTORAH COMMENTARY BAMIDBAR
by Rabbi Dovid Siegel

Hosheia 2:1-2:2

This week's haftorah reveals Hashem's indescribable love for His people.The prophet Hosheia opens
with warm words of blessing and says, "The Jewish people will be likened to the sand of the sea that
cannot be measured or counted." Hosheia digresses then and says, "And in place of not being
recognized as My nation, they will be regarded as 'the sons of Hashem.'" This passage indicates that,
prior to this prophecy, they experienced serious rejection. In truth, the preceding chapter reveals
that they temporarily forfeited their prominent status of Hashem's people. Scriptures state, "Declare
them no longer My nation because they are not Mine and I am not theirs" (1:9) Yet, one passage later
we find Hashem blessing His people in an unlimited capacity conveying upon them the elevated
status of "sons of Hashem." We are amazed by this sudden, drastic change of attitude from total
rejection to full acceptance in an unparalleled way. What brought about this change and what can
we learn from it?

Chazal address these questions and answer with the following analogy. A king was enraged by his
wife's atrocious behavior and immediately summoned a scribe to prepare her divorce document. He
calmed down, shortly thereafter, and decided not to carry out his original plan. However, he faced a
serious dilemma because he was unwilling to cancel the scribe and reveal his drastic change of
heart. He finally resolved his problem and ordered the scribe to rewrite his marriage contract
doubling its previous financial commitment. Chazal conclude that the same was true of Hashem.
After instructing Hosheia to deliver sharp words of reprimand Hashem retracted them. However,
instead of canceling the initial prophecy Hashem tempered it with warm words of blessing. These
words were so uplifting that they reflected the Jewish people in a newly gained statusof "sons of
Hashem". (Sifrei, Parshas Balak)

We can attempt to uncover Chazal's hidden lesson in the following manner. When studying the
analogy of the king and his wife we sense the king's deep affection for her. Although he was
angered to the point of total rejection this anger was short-lived. He was appeased within moments
and his true affection immediately surfaced. In order to compensate for his initial rash response, he
strengthened his relationship with her by doubling his expression of affection. The queen
undoubtedly understood her husband's compassionate response to her outrageous behavior.
Instead of totally rejecting her he actually increased his commitment to her. She sensed this as his
way of securing their relationship even after her previous conduct. This unbelievably kind response
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evoked similar feelings from her and she reciprocated with her fullest expression of appreciation to
him.

This analogy reveals Hashem's deep love and affection for His people. The Jewish people in
Hosheia's times severely stayed from Hashem's will and engaged themselves in atrocious idolatrous
practices. Hashem's was enraged by their behavior and summoned the prophet Hosheia to serve
them their rejection papers. This severe response elicited Hashem's counter response of unlimited
compassion for them and He immediately retracted His harsh decree. However, Hashem did not
stop there but saw it appropriate to intensify His relationship with His cherished people. He therefore
elevated them from their previous status of merely His people to the highly coveted status of His
children.

We now understand Chazal's message to us. Hashem was sincerely angered by the Jewish people's
conduct and sent Hosheia to reject them. Yet, even this angry response could not interfere with
Hashem's boundless love for His people and He immediately retracted His harsh words. The Jewish
people however, needed to understand the severity of their actions. Hashem therefore instructed
Hosheia to reveal the entire story, their intended rejection and ultimate acceptance. Hosheia's
prophecy served its purpose well and the Jewish people sensed Hashem's boundless love for them.
Although their actions called for total rejection Hashem's compassion for them would not allow this.
Instead of rejecting them Hashem actually increased His display of affection towards them. This
undoubtedly evoked their reciprocal response which ultimately produced their side of their newly
gained status of "sons of Hashem". They previously enjoyed the status of Hashem's people but after
this they would be known as His cherished children.

We find a parallel to the above in this week's sedra which describes the Jewish nation's
encampment. They were previously stationed at the foot of Mount Sinai for nearly a year. During that
time they developed a special relationship with Hashem receiving His Torah and witnessed many
revelations. This intimate bond, however, was interrupted by their inexcusable plunge into idolatry.
Hashem was enraged by their atrocious behavior and immediately summoned Moshe Rabbeinu to
deliver their rejection papers. Hashem informed His loyal prophet of His intention and Moshe
Rabbeinu pleaded on their behalf. Moshe subsequently sensitized the people to their severe
wrongdoing and they returned from their shameful inappropriate path. Hashem accepted their
repentance and reclaimed His nation. But Hashem's compassion extended far beyond forgiveness
and He therefore consented to dwell amongst them resting His Divine Presence in the Mishkan.

In our sedra we discover that even the Mishkan was insufficient expression of Hashem's love for His
people. He therefore acquiesced in their request and permitted them to camp around the Holy Ark
and encircle His Divine Presence. This special opportunity created an incredible feeling of affection,
tantamount to embracing Hashem Himself. Indeed Shlomo Hamelech refers to this unbelievable
experience of intimacy in the following terms, "And His flag was for me an expression of love". (Shir
Hashirim 2:4) Although Hashem initially rejected His people this did not interfere with His boundless



Torah.org

The Judaism Site

Haftorah Commentary Bamidbar

https://torah.org/torah-portion/haftorah-bamidbar/

Page: 3

love for them. After rededicated themselves to Him they deserved all of His warmth and affection,
even the sensation of embracement itself.

We learn from this the unbelievable love Hashem possesses for His people and that even during
moments of rejection Hashem's true affection for us is never effected.

 


