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START OUT LOOKING AT THE POSITIVE

by Rabbi Yissocher Frand

Parshas Shemini

Start Out Looking At The Positive

These divrei Torah were adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissocher Frand's Weekly
Portion Torah Tapes: Tape #588, The Aveil and the Haircut. Good Shabbos!

This week's parsha contains the first detailed enumeration of all the kosher and non-kosher animals
in the Torah. The two signs that determine the permissibility of an animal are whether it has totally
split hooves and whether it chews its cud. The Torah singles out particular animals that one may not
eat despite the fact that they possess one of the two signs of permissibility. The camel (gamal),
despite the fact that it chews its cud, is hot kosher because it does not have split hooves. The same
is true with the shafan (hyrax) and arneves (rabbit). The pig (chazir) is forbidden because although it
has a split hoof, it does not chew its cud.

The Medrash points out that in regards to all four animals, the Torah first mentions its kosher sign
(the fact that it chews its cud in the case of the gamal, shafan and arneves, and the fact that it has a
split hoof in the case of the chazir) and then mentions the sign that disqualifies it. Why does the
Torah do this? Why not just get straight to the point? The kosher sign is really irrelevant, given the
other disqualifying characteristic. Why even mention the irrelevant kosher sign, let alone give it "top
billing"?

The Medrash comments: Even when the Torah tells us that a pig or camel is not kosher, it only
begins by stating its praiseworthy characteristics. Even when the Torah says something is treife
(forbidden to eat), still the Torah goes out of its way to present a positive description first.

The point of the Medrash is that if G-d sees fit -- even when talking about an impure animal -- to try
to find something good to say about it.. If G-d sees fit to always present a redeeming aspect of the
animal first, how much more so should we -- when we look at another human being with all of his
failings and shortcomings -- make every effort to find positive things to say before we offer any
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negative assessment.

G-d is sending us a message here. When we look at someone or w hen we look at a situation, we
should always attempt to accentuate the positive and see the value in the person or situation before
we become totally dismissive.

This write-up is adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissocher Frand's Commuter Chavrusah
Torah Tapes on the weekly Torah Portion. The halachic topics covered for the current week's portion
in this series are:

Tape # 005 - Medicines Containing Chometz

Tape # 050 - The Tuna Fish Controversy

Tape # 093 - Melacha Before Havdalah

Tape # 141 - Using a Mikveh for Non-Orthodox Conversions

Tape # 188 - Netilas Yadayim for Bread and Fruit

Tape # 234 - Netilas Yadayim at Breakfast: Is One "Washed Up" for the Day?
Tape # 278 - Netilas Yadayim and Chatzizah

Tape # 324 - Sefiras Ha'omer

Tape # 368 - Don't Drink and Daven

Tape # 412 - Minhagim of the Days of Sefira

Tape # 456 - Gelatin: Is It Kosher?

Tape # 500 - Is Turkey Kosher?

Tape # 544 - Bedikas Chametz

Tape # 588 - The Aveil and the Haircut

Tape # 632 - Baal Teshaktzu - Abstaining From Unpleasant Behaviour
Tape # 676 - Buffalo, Giraffe, and other Exotic Animals -- Are they Kosher?
Tape # 720 - A Guf Naki for Davening

Tape # 764 - Loaig Le'rosh - Respecting the Dead

Tape # 808 - New York City - Don't Drink the Water?

Tape # 852 - Four Questions You Probably Never Asked

Tapes or a complete catalogue can be ordered from the Yad Yechiel Institute, PO Box 511, Owings
Mills MD 21117-0511. Call (410) 358-0416 or e-mail tapes@yadyechiel.org or visit
http.//www.yadyechiel.org/ for further information.

Transcribed by David Twersky Seattle, WA,
Technical Assistance by Dovid Hoffman, Baltimore, MD
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