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THIS RASHI IS NOT FOR THE UNITED NATIONS – IT IS FOR US
by Rabbi Yissocher Frand

Parshas Bereishis

This Rashi Is Not For the United Nations - It is For Us
The first Rashi in Bereishis says:

Rav Yitzchak states that the Torah should have begun with "This month is for you..." [Shemos Chapter
12] (the first commandment, which involves the establishment of the holiday cycles on a lunar basis).
Why did the Torah begin with the narration of creation? Because "The power of His works He
declared to His people in giving them the inheritance of the nations" (Tehilim 111:6) For if the nations
of the world should say to Israel: "You are robbers, because you have seized by force the lands of
the seven nations of Canaan, they could say to them "The entire world belongs to the Holy One
Blessed be He, He created it and gave it to whomever it was right in His eyes. Of His own will He
gave it to them and of His own will He took it from them and gave it to us."

What is the meaning of this Rashi? We are well aware that the "hypothetical situation" (If the nations
of the world should say to Israel: "You are robbers...") has indee d come to pass. But will citing the
argument put forth in the teaching of Rav Yitzchak make one bit of difference to the nations of the
world? Will they be impressed by such logic? Certainly not!

Certainly, this teaching is NOT directed at the Arabs or at our enemies in the United Nations or at any
of the enemies of the Jewish people throughout the millennia. This Rashi is for us! In order for us to
tell our enemies with conviction "This is OUR land" we must in fact believe that it IS our land! If we
ourselves are not convinced in the truth of our claim to the Land of Israel then we don't stand a
prayer of convincing our enemies of that fact.

We are besieged internally by revisionists who question our claim to the land. "THEY were really
there first." "It is just as holy for THEM as it is holy for us". When one has such an attitude and is not
convinced himself that he has a valid claim, he will certainly not convince anyone else of that fact.

We must int ernalize Rav Yitzchak's teaching: "He created it and gave it to whomever it was right in
His eyes." It is G-d's universe. He may have let other nations have the land for a while, but now he
wants us to have it. If we are not convinced of that fact ourselves, we should forget it!
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Expression, Seemingly Out of Sequence, Is Indeed Precise

As a result of participating in the sin of the Aitz HaDas [Tree of Knowledge], each participant - Adam,
Chava, and the Snake were punished. Chava's punishment is documented by the following pasuk
[verse]: "Unto the woman He said: I will greatly multiply your pain and your travail; in pain you shall
bring forth children..." [Bereishis 3:16].

Rashi explains the expression "your pain and your travail" (itzvonech v'heyronech) to respectively
refer to the pain of raising children (itzvonech) and the pain of pregnancy (heyronech).

We understand well both the pain of raising children and the pain of pregnancy. However, the
sequence of this curse seems to be reversed from biological reality. Why does the Torah first
mention "itzvonech" [the pain of raising children] and only later mention "heyronech" [the pain of
pregnancy]? The fact is that women first suffer pregnancy/childbirth and only then suffer the pain of
raising children!

Rav Reuven Margolis teaches the correct interpretation of this Rashi:

The Talmud [Sanhedrin 38b] describes the sequence of events on the sixth day of creation: "...in the
seventh hour Adam was paired with Chava; in the eighth hour, two went upon the bed and four
descended (i.e. - Kayin and Hevel were conceived and were born); in the ninth hour they were
warned not to eat from the tree; in the tenth hour they sinned; in the eleventh hour they were
judged; and in the twelfth hour they were banished..."

In other words, not only were Adam and Chava created miraculously but their first two children were
also created miraculously. Chava was not pregnant for nine months. She conceived and gave birth
to the two children in less than an hour! There was no pain of pregnancy or childbirth associated
with that original experience. No morning sickness, no heartburn, no problems whatsoever!

But after this first birth experience (in hour number 8), she was cursed by the Almighty (in hour
number 11): "You will suffer pain of raising children (itzvonech) and the pain of pregnancy
(heyronech)." That is indeed what happened. First she had the normal pain of raising children (tzaar
gidul bonim) in raising Kayin and Hevel and later on in future pregnancies she also experienced the
pain of travail (heyronech). The sequence specified in the pasuk is exact and precise after all!

This write-up was adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissocher Frand's Commuter
Chavrusah Torah Tape series on the weekly Torah portion. The complete list of halachic topics
covered in this series for Parshas Bereishis are provided below:

Tape # 026 - Adoption: Problems and Solutions
Tape # 068 - Artificial Insemination
Tape # 117 - Inducing Labor: A viable option?
Tape # 164 - Weddings in Shuls: Is there a Problem?
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Tape # 210 - Is Marriage a Mitzvah?
Tape # 254 - Truth Tellings and Shidduchim
Tape # 300 - A Mamzer's Obligation in Mitzvos
Tape # 344 - Marriage and the Birchas Airusin
Tape # 388 - The "Kedushai Ketanah" Controversy
Tape # 432 - Choices in Marriage Partners
Tape # 476 - Melacha of Planting
Tape # 520 - Kavod and Oneg Shabbos
Tape # 564 - You and Your Wife - Ishto Kegufo
Tape # 608 - The Tefilah of Modeh Ani
Tape # 652 - The Tefilah of Asher Yatzar
Tape # 696 - The Bracha on the Havdala Candle
Tape # 740 - When Exactly Does Shabbos Start?
Tape # 784 - The Beautiful Essrog - How Much More?
Tape # 828 - The Baal Teshuva and Pirya Ve'Rivya
Tape # 872 - Marrying Someone With The Same Name As Your Mother
Tape # 916 - Not Having Children?

Tapes or a complete catalogue can be ordered from the Yad Yechiel Institute, PO Box 511, Owings
Mills MD 21117-0511. Call (410) 358-0416 or e-mail tapes@yadyechiel.org or visit
http://www.yadyechiel.org/ for further information.

RavFrand, Copyright © 2007 by Rabbi Yissocher Frand and Torah.org.


