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RAINS OF BLESSING: GETTING THE MOST WHEN THE FARMER
CAN DO THE LEAST

by Rabbi Yissocher Frand

Parshas Bechukosai

Rains of Blessing: Getting the Most When the Farmer can do the
Least

These divrei Torah were adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissocher Frand's Commuter
Chavrusah Tapes on the weekly portion: Tape 192, Making Shabbos Early. Good Shabbos!

The pasuk [verse] says, "I will give you your rains in their proper time" [Vayikra 26:4]. Rash"i explains
the term "proper time" to mean Friday night (leilei Shabbosos). We can then sit cozily in our houses
and say "let it rain".

Today's modern society considers a rainy weekend to be a minor calamity. "There goes the
barbecue, there goes the sailing trip. Nebach, we have to go rent a video." That is terrible! However,
the Torah teaches that such rains are a blessing. On Friday night it can pour. We are safe in our
homes.

The Beis Av points out a deeper insight into this idea. In an agrarian economy, the farmer can work
six days a week, putting in backbreaking hours sowing, fertilizing, plowing, and harvesting. However,
all of the farmer's effort will be for naught if he does not have one thing -- rain. Without rain, the
farmer is powerless.

When rain falls on the very day when the farmer does absolutely nothing (Friday night - the
Shabbos), the farmer is sent a precious message. That which the farmer needs the most, he receives
on the very day when he can do the very least. This is the lesson. Ultimately, the farmer needs to
depend on G-d, not on himself.

A Time For Faith and A Time For Heresy

I would like to share one final insight. It is true that in the area of earning one's living, we must rely on
faith (bitachon). However, we should never forget that this is a concept that we must apply to
ourselves, but never to others.
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I heard a comment in the name of the Brisker Rav. It is hard for me to believe the Brisker Rav said it,
but we would in fact need a Brisker Rav to say such a thing. Every attribute, no matter how bad, has
its place in the world -- even anger, haughtiness, jealousy, and argumentativeness. These are
generally bad attributes, but there are times when one needs to become angry. There are times
when it is appropriate to stand up for one's honor. There is even a time when it is right to make a
machlokes - an argument.

There is another bad attribute called 'kefirah', heresy. A person who knows Torah, but rejects G-d --
a 'kofer' -- possesses such an attribute. Where is the proper place for this attribute of 'kefirah'? The
Brisker Rav explains, "When your friend needs a favor, that's when you should be a 'kofer'".

In other words, when someone else has a problem, do not have the attitude that G-d will take care
of him, G-d will find him a job, G-d will give him the loan. At such times, the Brisker Rav says, a
person should "not believe" in G-d. A person should feel that G-d will not take care of him. Rather, a
person must take the responsibility upon himself. That is no time for faith. It is a time for rolling up
one's sleeves.

I do not need to tell you about the "workplace". I do not need to tell you that it is too often "not what
you know, but who you know". I do not need to tell you about how many jobs are found through
"connections". When it comes to your livelihood, you must be a believer. However, when it comes to
someone else's livelihood, you must be an activist. In the words of the Brisker Rav, that is the
appropriate situation for all of us to apply the attribute of 'kefirah'.

This write-up is adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissocher Frand's Commuter Chavrusah
Torah Tapes on the weekly Torah Portion. The halachic topics covered for the current week's portion
in this series are:

Tape # 011 - Rationing Medical Care
Tape # 012 - Can Teachers Strike?
Tape # 054 - Life Insurance: The Torah Policy
Tape # 055 - Candle Lighting & Havdalah: How Early & How Late?
Tape # 097 - "Ribis" Problems of Interest for the Jew in a Mercantile Society
Tape # 098 - "Cheremei Tzibur": A Ban on Living in Germany?
Tape # 145 - Kidney Donations: Endangering Oneself to Save Another
Tape # 192 - Making Shabbos Early
Tape # 282 - The Physician's Obligation to Heal
Tape # 328 - Sh'mita and the Heter Mechira
Tape # 372 - Using Shuls As A Shortcut
Tape # 416 - Supporting Jewish Merchants
Tape # 460 - The Obligation of Checking One's Teffilin
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Tape # 504 - Lag B'Omer
Tape # 548 - Marrying for Money
Tape # 592 - Ribis and the Non-Jew
Tape # 636 - The Kedusha of the Ezras Noshim
Tape # 680 - Is Ribis Ever Permitted?
Tape # 724 - The Chazzan Who Changes His Mind
Tape # 768 - Dos and Don'ts of Treating a Lender
Tape # 812 - How Much Is That Tiffany Necklace?
Tape # 856 - Distractions When Performing A Mitzvah

Tapes or a complete catalogue can be ordered from the Yad Yechiel Institute, PO Box 511, Owings
Mills MD 21117-0511. Call (410) 358-0416 or e-mail tapes@yadyechiel.org or visit
http://www.yadyechiel.org/ for further information.
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