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THE UNIQUENESS OF ROSH HASHANA
by Rabbi Yissocher Frand

Elul / Rosh Hashanah

The Uniqueness Of Rosh HaShana's Judgment
This dvar Torah was adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissocher Frand's Commuter
Chavrusah Tapes on the weekly portion: Tape # 825, The Shuls of Gaza -- A Halachic Perspective. Good
Shabbos!

The second Mishna of tractate Rosh Hashana teaches "On Rosh Hashana all who enter the world
pass before Him (for judgment) like Bnei Maron" (sheep being counted). However, the Gemara there
quotes an opinion that "Man is judged daily" [Rosh Hashana 16a]. At first glance, these two opinions
seem to conflict with one another. Apparently, Judgment either occurs once a year or it occurs on a
daily basis. The two opinions seem to be mutually exclusive.

Rav Eizele Charif tries to reconcile these statements by introducing the concept that that in reality,
there are two types of judgment. When a person starts his year, it has been determined that he has
certain abilities, a certain status, and certain physical and financial attributes. A status quo for the
coming year is determined on Rosh HaShana. However, this "baseline" can be altered during the
year -- for better or for worse -- based on the actions of the individual during the year.

However, when we approach the judgment of the New Year, there is no status quo. We do not
approach the Almighty with a presumption of what has been (chazaka d'm'ikara). We do not walk
into Judgment on Rosh HaShana with the idea "I have been alive until now, I will remain alive this
coming year; I have been healthy and wealthy until now, so it will all continue indefinitely during the
coming year". That is not a correct attitude on Rosh HaShana.

During the year, our allotment and budget has already been determined. We have been budgeted a
certain amount of dollars, and health, and success in our endeavors and we proceed to spend
against that pre-determined budget, even though that budget can be raised or lowered within the
parameters of "Man is judged daily". However, when Rosh HaShana's judgment for the New Year
arrives, there is nothing that is a given.

Rav Pam once commented on the Penitential prayer that we say in Selichos prior to and during the
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Yomim Noraim (Days of Awe), "Like paupers and beggars do we come before You, knocking on Your
door." The simple interpretation is that we are paupers because we do not have sufficient good
deeds to our credit. However, Rav Pam says that it is to be interpreted literally -- when we appear
before the Almighty on Rosh HaShana we are penniless. What does it mean we are penniless? I have
money in the bank, I have a portfolio, I have a house, and I have assets! What does it mean, "I'm a
pauper"?

Rav Pam explains that it means that nothing is a given. We start out afresh. There are not any
"chazakas". "You were healthy until now, but today there is a fresh judgment regarding what is going
to happen now and for the coming year." "You had success until now. Today there is a fresh
Judgment."

The reason we do not tremble before the Yom HaDin is because it is very hard for us to actually
believe this idea. If a person is 50 years old, he figures that he has been through all this previously
and things always seem to remain fairly stable. He assumes "Look, I just went for a physical and the
doctor says I am doing quite well." "I have been in my business or profession for 30 years; some
years I do a little better and some years a little worse, but I have always had a steady income. What
do you mean that I might not have parnasa this coming year?" We tend to assume that we are going
into the Day of Judgment with a strong status quo in our favor. That is not true. It is very difficult for
us to internalize this concept but the status quo is not guaranteed.

If we think about things we have seen and heard about during the past year, it will become all too
clear how life can change in a minute. People are swept away by natural tragedies, by sudden
changes of fortune, by unexpected diagnoses, and by unforeseen political changes. These sudden
changes in one's health or fortune or personal status are the most shocking things that can happen
to a person. Yesterday, everything was wonderful. Overnight, things can change in such a way that a
person is no longer able to function. However, such events do occur. That is the Day of Judgment of
Rosh Hashana. There are no presumptions of status quo. We cannot be lulled into this false sense of
security that we have been healthy, wealthy, and wise until now, presumably it will continue like that
as well.

On Rosh Hashana, all bets are off. Like paupers and penniless people do we knock on Your doors.
This is the reality. This is why the Din of Rosh Hashana is so awesome and scary.

This week's write-up is adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissocher Frand's Commuter
Chavrusah Torah Tapes on the weekly Torah portion. The halachic topics dealt with in the portion of
Nitzavim-Vayelech in the Commuter Chavrusah Series are the following:

Tape # 022 - Reading Haftorah: Scrolls vs. Book
Tape # 112 - Shoteh: Mental Incompetence in Halacha
Tape # 158 - Schar Shabbos: How Do We Pay Rabbonim and Chazzanim?



Torah.org

The Judaism Site

The Uniqueness Of Rosh HaShana

https://torah.org/torah-portion/ravfrand-5771-roshhashanah/

Page: 3

Tape # 205 - Kiddush Before T'kiyas Shofar
Tape # 252 - Buying Seforim
Tape # 295 - Burying the Dead on Yom Tov Sheni
Tape # 341 - The Brachos on the T'kios
Tape # 342 - Is Building a Succah a Mitzvah?
Tape # 385 - Fasting on Rosh Hashana
Tape # 386 - Succah Gezulah
Tape # 429 - Treatment of an Invalid Sefer Torah
Tape # 473 - Seudas Siyum Mesechta
Tape # 517 - What Exactly Is Mitzva of Shofar
Tape # 561 - Lo Bashomayin He
Tape # 605 - Selling A Sefer Torah
Tape # 649 - Minhagim of the Yomim Noraim
Tape # 693 - My Father's Chumros
Tape # 737 - Borrowing and Lending Seforim
Tape # 781 - I'm the Baal Tokeah and Not You!
Tape # 825 - The Shuls of Gaza - A Halachic Perspective
Tape # 826 - Yom Kippur: Women and the Shehecheyanu; Women and Kor'im
Tape # 869 - The Mitzvah of Chinuch-Whose Responsibility? Mother or Father?
Tape # 870 - The Yom Kippur That They Did Not Fast
Tape # 913 - The Teilah of Oleinu
Tape # 957 - Coming Late for Tekias Shofar and Other Rosh Hashana Issues
Tape #1000 - Ta'amei Hamikra -- The Tropp -- How Important Is It?
Tape #1044 - Must You Stand for Chazoras HaShatz on Rosh Hashana?

Tapes or a complete catalogue can be ordered from the Yad Yechiel Institute, PO Box 511, Owings
Mills MD 21117-0511. Call (410) 358-0416 or e-mail tapes@yadyechiel.org or visit
http://www.yadyechiel.org/ for further information.
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