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RELATIONSHIP OF DOMESTIC HARMONY TO NATIONAL PEACE
by Rabbi Yissocher Frand

Parshas Naso

Relationship of Domestic Harmony to National Peace

By Rabbi Yissocher Frand

These divrei Torah were adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissochar Frand's Commuter
Chavrusah Torah Tapes on the weekly Torah portion: Tape #16, Mixed Seating at Weddings. Good
Shabbos!

The discussion of the Sotah [suspected adulteress wife] does not seem to fit into the basic topics of
the opening chapters of the book of Bamidbar, which primarily deal with the topics of national
import, primarily the size, roles and position of the respective Shevatim [the Tribes of Israel] in the
Jewish nation at this point in history.

The Mikdash Mordechai explains that there is a very strong connection between the matter of the
Sotah and the matter of the Shevatim: The linking factor is the concept of "Limishpechosam l'beis
avosam" [according to their families, according to their father's homes]. Here is a great nation,
consisting of over 600,000 males of military age -- and yet the Torah keeps on stressing over and
over again the idea of "L'mishpechosam l'beis avosam" -- that this nation and these tribes are all
composed of family units. The idea is that Klal Yisroel as a whole is not stronger than those individual
families. That is why the portion of Sotah is inserted here. The Torah is teaching us that when the
basic family unit breaks down, eventually Klal Yisroel as a great nation breaks down as well. If there
is not a secure family unit, then the result will be a suspected adulteress wife, and eventually the
whole structure will collapse, since there is no L'mishpechosam l'beis avosam.

Using this concept, the Mikdash Mordechai then explains an interesting dispute we find in the Sifre
[Halahic Midrash on the Books of Bamidbar & Devorim]. In the Torah, Sotah and Nazir are followed
by Birkas Kohanim [the Priestly Blessing], which ends with the blessing "...v'yasem lecha Shalom"
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[...and He shall grant you Peace]. There is a dispute as to what this is referring to; Rav Chanina Segan
haKohanim says this refers to peace in the home (Shalom Bayis). Rav Natan says this refers to peace
on a national level (Shalom Malchus Beis Dovid). This seems to be a strange dispute with totally
disparate opinions as to the nature of the Priestly Blessing.

The Mikdash Mordechai reconciles the two opinions and shows that the two sages are not arguing!
Everyone agrees that the concern is for national peace -- peace for Klal Yisroel. But in order to have
peace for Klal Yisroel, two types of peace are necessary; peace with enemies on the borders, and
peace at a national level. However, in order to achieve national peace, peace in the individual home
is also a must. This huge, tremendous, Klal Yisroel is nothing more than a collection of family units
and if the family unit is not secure, peace on a national level is not secure either.

Transcribed by David Twersky; Jerusalem  DavidATwersky@gmail.com

Technical Assistance by Dovid Hoffman; Baltimore, MD  dhoffman@torah.org

This week's write-up is adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissocher Frand's Commuter
Chavrusah Torah CDs on the weekly Torah Portion. The complete list of halachic portions for this
parsha from the Commuter Chavrusah Series are:

Tape # 014 - The prohibition of Yichud
Tape # 059 - Sheitels: A Woman's Obligation to Cover Her Hair
Tape # 103 - Birchas Kohanim
Tape # 148 - Sotah: The Case of the Unfaithful Wife
Tape # 195 - Birchas Kohanim: Who Can and Who Can't?
Tape # 241 - Yichud and the Housekeeper
Tape # 285 - Sa'ar B'isha Ervah
Tape # 331 - Must a Kallah Cover Her Hair at the Chasunah?
Tape # 375 - Ain Osin Mitzvos Chavilos
Tape # 419 - Causing the Erasure of Hashem's Name
Tape # 463 - Dee'chui Eitzel Mitzvos
Tape # 507 - The Faithful Unfaithful Wife
Tape # 551 – Being Motzi a Wife in Kiddush
Tape # 595 – Chazonim and Chazanus
Tape # 639 – The Unfaithful Wife – Is ignorance an Excuse?
Tape # 683 – Shalom Bayis – How Far Can One Go?
Tape # 727 – Singing During Davening – Pro or Con?
Tape # 771 – Ashkenazim, Sephardim and Bishul Akum., 2
Tape # 815 – The Laws of Sotah, Still Very Relevant
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Tape # 859 – Walking Behind a Woman
Tape # 903 – Shavuos – Fascinating Halachos
Tape # 947 – Birchas Kohanim – Whose Mitzvah – The Kohain or the Yisrael?
Tape # 990 – Cutting Down A Fruti Tree For Home Expansion
Tape #1034 – Ba'alas Teshuva Who Was Not Honest With Her Husband
Tape #1078 – The Elderly Gentleman and the Femail Nurse – A Yichud Problem?

Tapes or a complete catalogue can be ordered from theYad Yechiel Institute, PO Box 511, Owings
Mills MD 21117-0511. Call (410) 358-0416 or e-mail tapes@yadyechiel.org or visit
http://www.yadyechiel.org/ for further information.
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