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FOUR "TAKES" ON THE STRANGE EXPRESSION, "V'YIKCHU LI
TERUMA"

by Rabbi Yissocher Frand

These divrei Torah were adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissocher Frand's Commuter
Chavrusah Tapes on the weekly portion: #1021 - Should a Yahrzeit Make His Own Minyan in Shul to
Get the Amud?  Good Shabbos!

The Chumash commentaries are bothered by a word in this week's parsha.  The second pasuk of
Parshas Terumah says, "Speak to the Children of Israel, and they shall take to Me (v'yikchu Li) a
portion, from every man whose heart will motivate him shall you take My portion." [Shemos 25:2] The
question is that, given the fact that people are being asked to give a portion rather than take a
portion, the pasuk should say "v'yitnu Li terumah" rather than "v'yikchu Li terumah."

There are many different answers given to this question. Some commentators base their answer on
the Rabbinic advice regarding the mitzvah of tithing, about which the Torah commands "aser, t'aser…"
[Devorim 12:22].  The Rabbis homiletically expound on this "double language," and interpret "aser"
[give 10 percent] "bishvil she’tisasher" [in order that you should become wealthy] [Shabbos 119a].  The
idea is that if a person gives charity -- in particular "ma’aser" [a tithe] -- he will not become poor from
that; on the contrary he will become wealthy as a result.  So too, here, when a person contributes to
the mishkan fund, he will not be on the short end of matters (as if he had "given"), but he will profit
from the matter (as if he had "taken").

Other commentaries explain that when a person gives to a poor person, he is giving him something
physical and material (gashmiyus).  However, by giving the poor person money, the donor performs a
mitzvah, which is spirutal (ruchniyus).  In the "real world," ruchniyus is eternal; material things are
transient.  Thus, the donor receives a better deal than the recipient.  He took the mitzvah, while the
poor person only received a few dollars, which will be quickly spent.  Therefore, every time a person
gives tzedaka, it is not a matter of giving, it is a matter of taking.

Rav Simcha Scheps, in his sefer Simchas HaTorah, suggests a third interpretation.  Rav Scheps also
explains that when one gives tzedaka, he is actually taking, but he explains it as follows:  By giving
tzedaka a person is elevating himself.  As a result of giving money to a poor person or to a charity
fund, a person becomes a "Giver".  There is no greater goal in life than to become a "Giver."  When a
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person becomes a Giver, he resembles the Shechina [Divine Presence of G-d].  This is the life mission
of every person in this world.  We enter this world as "takers", but when we learn to give, we become
G-d-like, and the more we give, the more G-d-like we become.  The pasuk in Mishlei says, "Charity
elevates the nation…" [14:34]. Therefore, someone who gives is, in fact, taking something much
greater.

The Simchas HaTorah references the Rambam in his Mishna commentary to Tractate Avos.  The
Rambam writes that if a person has $1,000 to distribute to charitable causes, it is preferable to give
one thousand people $1 each, than to give $1,000 to a single person.  Although in accounting terms
the outlay is identical, the Rambam writes that when someone gives a single large donation to just
one person, he does not thereby become a Giver.  He may well remain the same "stingy person" he
always was, just a "stingy person" who happened to give one large donation  However, if someone
gives and gives, over and over again, his personality changes.  Someone who has given one
thousand times becomes a different type of person.  He is now a "Giver."

I would just like to add a fourth interpretation of my own.  This is perhaps a particularly appropriate
interpretation, given the situation we find ourselves in, in the year 2009 (when this shiur was
delivered), in which we are in the midst of what everyone is calling "the worst economic crises" since
the depression.

There was once a very wealthy major real estate owner named Mr. Schiff.  He lived in New York City
in the 1920s.  At that time, Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein, the Chevron Rosh Yeshiva, came to the
United States and solicited funds from this wealthy American Jew.  Mr. Schiff gave the Rosh Yeshiva
$25,000 for the Slabodaka-Chevron Yeshiva.  $25,000 in the 1920s was a very generous donation. 
Then this Mr. Schiff lost everything during the financial crisis of 1929, to the extent that he was living
in the basement of one of his New York City buildings.

The next year, there was another parlor meeting in New York City on behalf of the Slabodka-
Chevron Yeshiva, and Mr. Schiff came to the parlor meeting.  The emissary for the Yeshiva (who was
not Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein this time) heard what happened to Mr. Schiff, and offered him that
the Slabodka-Chevron Yeshiva would loan him $5,000.  Mr. Schiff got up at the meeting and said, "I
am not going to take it, and I cannot understand how you can offer it to me.  I lost everything.  I lost
my entire portfolio; my entire fortune.  The only thing that I still have left is the merit of the $25,000
that I gave to the Slabodka Yeshiva.  And now you want to take part of that merit away from me? 
Under no circumstances will I agree to that."

Perhaps this is also an interpretation of our expression "v'yikchu Li terumah".  My friends, people
unfortunately lost their jobs; we have seen our 401Ks reduced to 201Ks, and people are suffering. 
People have literally lost their fortunes.  But, there is one thing that can never be taken away.  People
can never lose the charity they have given.  When a person "gives," he is in fact giving something
that he can "take with him."
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Transcribed by David Twersky; Jerusalem DavidATwersky@gmail.com

Technical Assistance by Dovid Hoffman; Baltimore, MD dhoffman@torah.org

This week's write-up is adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissochar Frand's Commuter
Chavrusah Series on the weekly Torah portion. A listing of the halachic portions for Parshas T'rumah
is provided below:

# 044 Changing Nusach: Ashkenaz vs. Sephard
# 087 The Microphone on Shabbos
# 135 Living Above a Shul
# 182 Davening Towards Mizrach
# 228 Selling a Shul
# 272 Chazakah B'Mitzvos: Is This Maftir Yonah Mine?
# 318 Taking Out Two Sifrei Torah
# 362 The Mechitza-How High?
# 406 Shul Elections
# 450 Bais Hakeneses & Bais Hamikdash--Differences & Similarities
# 494 Bima In The Center Of The Shul
# 538 Preventing the Building of a Shul
# 582 Silk in Halacha
# 626 The Po'roches
# 714 The Bais Hamedrash Is Not a Chat Room
# 758 An Atara for a Talis?
# 802 Birthday Cakes on Shabbos
# 846 A Pasul Sefer Torah - Where Should It Be Kept?
# 890 Shul Windows: An Open or Closed Case?
# 934 Kohanim Face the Nation
# 977 Remodeling A Shul: Is There A Problem?
#1021 Should a Yahrzeit Make His Own Minyan in Shul to Get the Amud?
#1065 The Breakaway Minyan – Permitted or Not?
#1108 Being From The First Ten At Davening
#1151 Shul Shortcuts – Does Saying A Pasuk Really Help?
#1194 Your Father's Nussach Or Your Grandfather's Nussach
#1238 Pushka and Tzedaka Shailos
#1283 I Want To Take Back The Keser Torah I Donated: Should the Shul Agree?

A complete catalogue can be ordered from the Yad Yechiel Institute, PO Box 511, Owings Mills MD
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21117-0511. Call (410) 358-0416 or e-mail tapes@yadyechiel.org or visit http://www.yadyechiel.org/
for further information.


