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WHAT IMPRESSED YISRO THE MOST, AND WHY?
by Rabbi Yissocher Frand

These divrei Torah were adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissocher Frand's Commuter
Chavrusah Tapes on the weekly portion: # 1063 – Ma'aris Ayin: The Power Lunch In A Treife
Restaurant. Good Shabbos!

The first pasuk of this week's parsha reads, "And Yisro, minister of Midian, father-in-law of Moshe,
heard all that G-d did to Moshe and to Israel, His people – that Hashem took Israel out of Egypt."
[Shemos 18:1] Rashi writes that Yisro heard about the splitting of the Reed Sea and the war with
Amalek, and came. Rashi further quotes a Mechilta that infers from this pasuk that Yisro was
impressed by two things: 1) all that Hashem did to Moshe and to Yisroel, His people and, 2) that
Hashem took Yisroel out of Mitzraim. The Mechilta spells out what impressed Yisro regarding "all
that G-d did to Moshe and to Israel": The descent of the mann; the well; and the battle with Amalek.
However -- the Mechilta adds – Yisro was most impressed "that Hashem took Israel out of Egypt."

Rashi repeats this idea in pasuk 9 -- "Yisro rejoiced over all the goodness that G-d had done for
Israel, that he rescued them from the hand of Egypt." Rashi says, "the goodness that G-d had done"
refers to the mann and the well, but above all, he rejoiced "that He rescued (Israel) from the hand of
Egypt." Rashi explains, in the name of the Mechilta: Up until this point, no slave was ever able to
escape from Egypt, because the borders of the land were sealed, but now a nation of 600,000 adult
males left! This impressed Yisro more than anything else.

Consider the following: What would impress us more, the miraculous splitting of the sea, receiving
mann from Heaven, and the other miraculous acts Hashem performed for His people -- or the fact
that a nation of slaves escaped from their masters, despite the fact that such an event was
unprecedented in the history of Egyptian slavery? Most people would respond that that which
required suspension of the laws of nature was more impressive than that which "merely"
represented an unprecedented socio-historic occurrence. Why, then, was Yisro so impressed with
the fact that "He took Israel out of Egypt?"

I saw an interesting answer to this question in the sefer Avir Yosef. In the Hagadah, toward the
beginning of Maggid, the author writes: "We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and if the Holy One,
Blessed be He, had not taken us out from Egypt, we and our children and grandchildren would be
enslaved to Pharaoh in Egypt." The obvious question is that, historically, this does not seem to be an
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accurate statement.

In the normal course of human society in the history of the world where a people was enslaved,
eventually the slaves get their freedom. There were slaves in America, but 150 years ago, President
Lincoln freed them. Perhaps he did not grant them total equality, but ultimately, other events took
place which brought further changes in society, and the people whose grandparents were slaves
ultimately gained full civil rights. This is a phenomenon that has happened time and again in
countries throughout the world over thousands of years of history. Ultimately, that is what happens!
So what does the Hagadah mean when it says that “had G-d not taken us out, then we and our
children and grandchildren would still today be slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt”?

The Avir Yosef suggests the following answer: The reason Mitzraim was so successful in keeping
their slaves trapped in the country was not because they had the highest fences, not because they
had the most ferocious dogs at the border, and not because they had the most vicious policemen
who kept the slaves under control. The reason no slave ever escaped from Mitzraim was because
Mitzraim had this power of breaking the spirit of human beings such that they never even dared
think about escaping. Their success was not in walls, dogs, towers or fences, or anything like that.
Rather, they turned people into sub-humans who thought they had no rights, and who could not
even dream of freedom. That is why no slave ever escaped from Mitzraim!

The Ribono shel Olam took a people who were downtrodden and depressed, and gave them life
again. That is how we got out of Mitzraim, and that is what impressed Yisro more than anything else.
Even greater than the miracle of changing the physical world -- of having the sea split and having
mann come down from heaven -- is the miracle of changing the human spirit. This is what the author
of the Hagadah is saying: Had the Almighty not given us the spirit of life (chiyus), and given us hope
again, and made us human again, we and our children and our children's children would still be
enslaved to Pharaoh in Egypt.

Transcribed by David Twersky; Jerusalem DavidATwersky@gmail.com

Technical Assistance by Dovid Hoffman; Baltimore, MD dhoffman@torah.org

This week's write-up is adapted from the hashkafa portion of Rabbi Yissochar Frand's Commuter
Chavrusah Series on the weekly Torah portion. A listing of the halachic portions for Parshas Yisro is
provided below:

# 042 Kiddush: To Sit or Not to Sit
# 085 Christianity in Halacha
# 133 Honoring In-Laws
# 180 The Mitzvah of Kiddush for Men and Women
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# 226 The Fearless Judge: A Difficult Task
# 270 Parental Wishes vs. Staying in Israel
# 316 The Reading of the "Aseres Hadibros"
# 360 Dolls and Statues: Is There An Avodah Zarah Problem?
# 404 Making a Bracha on a Makom Neis
# 448 Lo Sachmod
# 492 Eating Before Kiddush
# 536 Newspapers on Shabbos
# 580 Women and Havdalah
# 624 Resting Your Animal on the Shabbos
# 668 Kiddush B'mkom Seudah
# 712 The Kiddush Club
# 756 The Kosel Video Camera
# 800 Avoda Zara and The Jewish Jeweler
# 844 Yisro and Birchas Hagomel
# 888 What Should It Be - Hello or Shalom?
# 932 Saying The Shem Hashem While Learning - Yes or No?
# 975 Kiddush on Wine: Absolutely Necessary?
#1019 Unnecessary Brachos
#1063 Ma'aris Ayin: The Power Lunch In A Treife Restaurant
#1106 Must You Treat Your Father-in-Law Like Your Father?
#1149 Kiddush Shabbos Day – On What? What Do You Say?
#1192 I Keep 72 Minutes; You Keep 45 – Can You Do Melacha for Me?
#1236 "I Want Your House and I'll Make You an Offer You Can't Refuse": Muttar or Assur?
#1280 The Shul Kiddish Shabbos Monring: Two Interesting Shailos
#1281 Kiddush Shabbos Day – Must Everyone Drink the Wine?

A complete catalogue can be ordered from the Yad Yechiel Institute, PO Box 511, Owings Mills MD
21117-0511. Call (410) 358-0416 or e-mail tapes@yadyechiel.org or visit http://www.yadyechiel.org/
for further information.


