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PARSHAS REEH
by Rabbi Dr. Meir Tamari

'For You have not come yet to the rest and the inheritance'(Devarim, 12:9); Rashi, the rest is Shiloh and
the inheritance is Yerusalyim'. Both of these are places that HaShem has chosen to dwell. A person is
like a little world and from this little world we may learn about the great World- Olam, even as from the
great World we may learn about the little world of the person. The World-Makom, the Year-Time and
the Soul-Nefesh reflect each other. The chosen places of a person are the mind and the heart, the
chosen times of the year are the Shabbat and the Festivals, while in the World, they are Shiloh [the site
of the Mishkan from the conquest of the Land till the time of Shmuel], and the Temple in Jerusalem.

The mind relates to Torah while the heart relates to the mitzvot; the former is the intelligence
needed for study of Torah and the latter is needed for the yearning, ecstasy and passion needed for
the fulfillment of the mitzvot. Even though the study of Torah is one of the 613 mitzvot, nevertheless,
it has priority since it is the way for the fulfillment of all the others. Such study like all the other
mitzvot need the emotion of the heart and its ecstasy, otherwise the body and the mind are unable
to study in the way that is needed, so that Torah study merges both mind and heart.

Shabbat is a function of the mind. This is a day that is completely devoted to study and everything
here flows from understanding. That is why there is no simcha on the Shabbat rather only oneg that
is the ecstasy of the mind. The Festivals flow from the heart since they are the outpouring of
rejoicing, exhilaration and knowledge of the imminence of G- d's Mercy, Love and Redemption.

Mind and Heart relate also to Shilo and Jerusalem. Shilo was in the portion given to Joseph and
Joseph is the head of Israel. Jacob taught him all that he had learnt from Shem and Ever, and Torah
relates to the mind and the brain. The midrash (Bereishit Rabbah chapter 100, section 9) tells us that
Joseph said to the Tribes, ' you are the body and I am the head', as we see in the sheaves of corn [a
symbol of the mind] that bowed to the sheaf of Joseph. He is called the head because he was the
one who devoted himself to guarding and observing the Covenant that affects and is integrated into
the mind. He separated himself from sexual immorality that is so closely related to the purity and the
holiness of the mind. He implanted it in the mind and brain of the People of Israel and Shilo is this
mind.

Jerusalem is in the territory of Benjamin and of Judah and is the heart of Israel. Benjamin had a great
yearning and a spiritual lust for heavenly and holy things. ' The Temple Mount, Courts and priestly
offices were in the territory of Judah while the Temple Hall, the sanctuary and the Kodesh
HaKedoshim were in the portion of the tribe of Benjamin. A slice of ground protruded from the
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portion of Judah and entered that of Benjamin and on that slice stood the altar. Benjamin was in
great sorrow and every day yearned that this ground together with the altar should be transferred to
him. We learn this from the blessing of Benjamin by Moses (Devarim, 33:12), ' He surrounds him
protectively at all times', like one who has a burden on the shoulder and constantly tries to remove
the period. For this Benjamin was rewarded even as it is written there, 'G-d takes His Abode between
his shoulders' '. (Talmud, Yoma,12a ). Judah, the partner to the Temple, was an ancestor of David,
whose Psalms are the epitome of the yearning of the heart and of spiritual desire. Jerusalem is the
heart of the world and the Temple is the heart of Jerusalem.

Menuchah is a stage wherein there is no longer a necessity for struggle or for war (Devarim 25:19),
while inheritance is that which has no limits [Tosaphot, Yevamot 82b). In the desert, the Tabernacle
was constructed completely from the animal and vegetable kingdoms; spiritually, Israel then only
had the ability to sanctify such products. When they crossed the Jordan and took possession of the
Land they were able to achieve greater spirituality and therefore to sanctify, at least in some
measure even inanimate things. So the Tabernacle erected at Shilo, with a spirituality enhanced by
the mind, had walls of stone, yet it was still covered with the Tent they had made in desert. After the
establishment of the Davidic dynasty, in the heart of Israel there came an expansion and outpouring
of holiness that enabled the people to reach the highest level of sanctity. This outpouring of holiness
allowed David and Solomon to enlarge the borders of the Land, beyond that of the Seven Nations.
Now even inanimate materials like stone and metal were able to be made holy and the Temple of
David and Solomon was built completely of stone.

Shem Mi Shmuel 5675.
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