
Torah.org

The Judaism Site

Airplane Travel - Washing For A Meal

https://torah.org/torah-portion/weekly-halacha-5772-kiseitzei/

Page: 1

AIRPLANE TRAVEL - WASHING FOR A MEAL
by Rabbi Doniel Neustadt

Question: What should one do if he wants to eat bread, but he is traveling and has no access to
water with which to wash his hands?

Answer: If he has a bottle of seltzer with him, he may use that to wash his hands and recite the
proper blessing{1}. Otherwise, he may use a soft drink, beer or tea, with which to wash his hands{2},
but it is questionable whether or not a blessing is recited when these beverages are used for netilas
yadayim{3}. If a soft drink or beer is not available, he may wash his hands with any fruit juice, but not
with oil{4} or wine. No blessing is recited when washing with fruit juice{5}.

If there are no beverages to wash with, one may wear gloves or wrap both of his hands—until the
wrist{6} —in plastic bags, etc. {7} The hands must remain covered during the entire meal, even when
one is eating foods other than bread{8}.

If none of the above options are available, some poskim allow eating bread with a fork while being
very careful not to touch the bread with one's hands{9}. This method should be relied upon only if
one is very hungry, as most poskim do not allow this option{10}.

Generally, it is advisable for an orthodox Jew who is taking a long flight to book an aisle seat so that
he will not need to disturb his seat mates each time he needs to get up to wash for a meal or daven.
One who disturbs his seat mates unduly, even if he does so in order to fulfill certain halachic
obligations, runs the chance of annoying or angering them and possibly causing a chillul Hashem.

Question: Is it permitted to wash one's hands for a meal inside a bathroom?

Answer: L'chatchilah this should not be done, even if the hands will be dried outside the
bathroom{11}. It is proper, therefore, to fill a cup with water and wash one's hands outside the
bathroom.

Under extenuating circumstances, however, there are several poskim who are lenient and allow
washing in a modern-day bathroom which is considerably different from the bathrooms of
yesteryear to which the Shulchan Aruch was referring{12}.

Question: What type of cup may be used for netilas yadayim?

Answer: A cup made of any material, including paper or plastic{13}, may be used. Even a cone-
shaped paper cup which cannot stand on its own may be used, since the cup was designed and
manufactured in that shape{14}.



Torah.org

The Judaism Site

Airplane Travel - Washing For A Meal

https://torah.org/torah-portion/weekly-halacha-5772-kiseitzei/

Page: 2

L'chatchilah it is not advisable to use a bottle, a soda can, or any vessel with a narrow opening for
washing, since it is preferable that the entire revi'is reach the hand full-force from the vessel from
which it is being poured. If, however, no other vessel is readily available, it is permitted to use one
with a narrow opening as long as the water is poured in an uninterrupted flow{15}.

Airplane Travel - Davening
Question: What is preferable—davening Shacharis at the airport or on the plane at the proper time
(after sunrise), or davening at home or in shul before sunrise but after alos amud ha-shacher?

Discussion: Although, generally, the preferred time to recite Shacharis Shemoneh Esrei is no earlier
than sunrise, this rule is waived for one who is embarking on a trip. It is l'chatchillah permitted to put
on tallis and tefillin and daven from the time of misheyakir (approximately 60 minutes before sunrise)
for someone who is travelling{16}. Since it is difficult—for several reasons—to daven and concentrate
properly while davening at the airport or on an airplane, it is preferable to daven at shul or at home,
even though one would be davening earlier than the ideal time for davening Shacharis{17}.

Question: While flying on an airplane, is one obligated to join a minyan which is being organized on
the plane?

Discussion: Shulchan Aruch{18} rules that all men should make every effort to daven all tefillos with a
minyan, for tefillah b'tzibbur{19} is much more than a preferred course of action—it is a rabbinic
obligation{20}. Still, everything has its time and place. Many people just cannot concentrate properly
while standing in a busy aisle way or passageway, valiantly trying to keep their balance. Sometimes
there is turbulence in the air and the captain orders those standing to immediately return to their
seats, which certainly interferes with one's concentration. Being able to concentrate properly often
overrides the importance of davening with a minyan{21}.

In addition, davening while standing in an aisle surrounded by other passengers, could entail the
prohibition of davening in the presence of a woman who is not properly dressed or whose hair is not
covered. Those who remain in their seats do not encounter these problems, since they need only
look straight ahead, close their eyes or focus entirely on the siddur in front of them.

But there is yet another point to ponder: Some airlines welcome public prayer and permit the
passengers to daven in a minyan while flying. Others, however, object to this practice and resent the
fact that the "orthodox Jews are taking over the plane". Passengers may become upset from the
noise and the tumult created by the makeshift minyanim. Since there is a strong chance that a chillul
Hashem will result, many poskim recommend davening byechchidus while remaining in one's seat,
being careful to keep a low profile and to create the least disturbance possible.

Question: How does one daven Shemone Esrei in his airplane seat?
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Discussion: He should sit up as straight as possible with his head slightly bent downward; his feet
should be placed together{22}. He should rise slightly from his seat onto his feet when it comes time
to bending his knees and bow, and to take the three steps backwards{23}.

Question: What should one do if he stood up for Shemoneh Esrei and, while davening, the captain
turned on the seat belt sign ordering the passengers to return to their seats?

Discussion: He should finish the brachah reciting, take three steps back, and then walk back to his
seat and resume davening. He must be careful not to speak at all on his way back to his seat, since it
is strictly forbidden to talk during Shemoneh Esrei{24}.

In addition to the safety issue involved, an Orthodox Jew who fails to return to his seat when ordered
to do so by the airline staff could very well be causing a massive chillul Hashem, which must be
avoided at all costs.
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